
 
Q and A Regarding Hilltop Elementary 

 
Has the district considered changing the elementary boundaries to bring more students to 
Hilltop as an alternative to closure? 
Yes. In 2007 when elementary boundaries were redrawn, 100 additional elementary students 
were assigned to North Hill and assigned to Mountain View Elementary School. Without these 
100 students, the elementary population on North Hill would be 670 students (projected to 
decrease to 650 in 2009-10) distributed among three schools. Expanding the North Hill schools’ 
boundaries even further into the valley would effectively result in valley schools no longer being 
within their own attendance areas. 
 
Has the district considered closing Northwood or Mountain View instead of Hilltop? 
Yes. However, other compelling factors resulted in Hilltop being the school identified for 
closure. This is primarily because Hilltop Elementary is on the Edgemont Junior High 
School campus, thus forcing the Edgemont fields to be across the street. This overriding 
factor pointed to Hilltop being the North Hill elementary school targeted for closure. The 
eventual razing of the Hilltop school for athletic fields was openly discussed with community 
members during the new Edgemont Junior High School construction planning process. 
 
Does the district plan to ask voters to approve bonds to build a new elementary school on 
North Hill in the foreseeable future? 
In 2007, voters rejected a bond issue that would have built a replacement for Northwood. 
Although there is a possibility voters will again be asked in the future, no decision has been 
made. 
 
If so, would rebuilding Waller, Spinning and Firgrove elementary schools, which were 
included in the last bond proposal, be a higher priority for the district? 
No decision has been made. Just as in past elections, an advisory committee will examine 
the options and make a recommendation to the Superintendent and School Board. Following the 
study, the school board will make a decision at that time. 
 
What does it cost to keep Riverside Elementary building open with no students attending? 
What are the district’s future plans for the site? 
Utility and custodial costs are less than $100,000 per year. This budget proposal includes plans 
for relocating operational programs that are currently in leased space to be moved to Riverside 
upon expiration of the lease of the building housing the program being relocated. 
 
Why are we just hearing about this now? 
Although the potential closure of Hilltop has been under consideration for more than 20 years, it 
became more urgent to examine this option now in light of the state revenue shortfall. In the mid-
1990s when the decision was made to build Edgemont Junior High School at its current location, 
the School Board declared its intent to close Hilltop within six to 12 years. This intent was 
declared at a public Board meeting and was accompanied with considerable written 
communication in the district’s newsletter and was reported extensively by the media. 
 



What are the educational benefits to the recommended closure of Hilltop Elementary? 
The district’s administrative staff believes that current Hilltop elementary students may be better 
served in other North Hill schools where a wider range of educational support will provide them 
with an equal opportunity to district programs as their peers have in other district schools. 
Combining Hilltop, Mountain View, and Northwood elementary schools into two schools would 
provide a broader range of educational programs and opportunities for all students with more 
than one grade-level teacher and classroom at each grade, increased staff collaboration, increased 
student social interaction, and more professional development opportunities for intermediate and 
primary staff. 
 
Can the existing Northwood and Mountain View elementary schools accommodate the 
additional Hilltop students? 
Yes. There is enough existing space to accommodate the Hilltop students. The cost of a slight 
increase in paraeducators and clerical support is more than offset by the savings from the 
elimination of such positions at Hilltop. The estimated savings of $350,000 is net of these 
additional costs. We are not anticipating any reduction of teacher positions on North Hill due to 
the closure of a school. 
 
If the school board decides to close Hilltop, when will parents know which schools will be 
assigned to our students? 
Parents were notified regarding school assignments at the end of May. 
 
Since Hilltop students and staff were reassigned in the spring, what will happen if the 
board decides not to close Hilltop? 
Hilltop students would remain at Hilltop. The process for reassigning staff is governed by our 
collective bargaining agreement with the Puyallup Education Association. Accordingly, 
reassigned Hilltop staff will remain in their new assignment and other district staff would be 
reassigned to Hilltop. 
 
Will there be transportation to Northwood for Hilltop students? 
Yes, all students outside the one-mile radius from school will be transported to Northwood or 
Mountain View. Unless there are hazardous walking routes (such as crossing Meridian), students 
living within the one-mile radius of Northwood and Mountain View will walk to school or use 
private transportation. Because of current conditions, we believe that the majority of North Hill 
students will be eligible for transportation to their assigned school. 
 
Will students have to walk across Meridian to Northwood? 
No, students will be transported if they reside in an area that requires them to cross Meridian to 
and from school. 
 
Where are the special needs classrooms at Hilltop going to be moved? 
The special education preschool is moving to Stewart Elementary. The resource support program 
will be provided at Northwood and Mountain View elementary schools. 
 
What upgrades have been made to Northwood in the last 10 years? 
Northwood has received the following upgrades: earthquake improvements (structural 
reinforcing); new electrical system; new heating, ventilation, and cooling system, new fire and 
security alarms, new intercom, completely under drained and irrigated playfield. 
 



In the Hilltop Analysis (Appendix C), the Northwood principal identified 11 needs at the 
school. How have these been addressed in order to prepare for additional students? 
The 11 “Principal Identified Needs” are listed on page 81 of the 2006 Citizens Facilities 
Advisory Committee (CFAC) report. There are similar listings for all schools the CFAC visited. 
They are listed as a matter of course, but are not necessarily recommendations of the CFAC. 
Page 81 is a project recommendation sheet to replace Northwood Elementary School with a 750 
student school. The Board did act and placed this project on the 2007 bond package which very 
narrowly failed.  
 
How will the district house additional students once the building moratorium is lifted? 
There is no building moratorium to be lifted in Edgewood. New housing has been constructed in 
the North Hill service area, and it has generated new students. However this growth has been 
offset by an aging population (empty nests) resulting in an overall decline of population. Even 
with sewers and continued construction of new housing once the area emerges from a depressed 
economy, we don’t see this trend changing.  
 
When will parents know what the bus routes are for next year? 
New bus routes are currently being developed districtwide to implement a new transportation 
plan in which only students who live outside of one-mile radius from school will be transported. 
If there are hazardous walking routes, students living within one-mile radius will be transported. 
This plan, which is independent of a decision on the closure of a school, will be implemented in 
September 2009. Some bus stops will be consolidated and some bus routes will be eliminated. 
All bus stop information will be published in early August. A preliminary map of North Hill bus 
stops that would be used if Hilltop is closed is now available at the Transportation Department. 
 
If the board decides to close Hilltop, parents will be angry and will not support the 
construction of a new school at Northwood. How will the district address this issue? 
As with any decision that may be controversial and possibly upset our constituents, we hope that 
by educating our public of the rationale behind the action that they will come to understand and 
accept the outcome as one that is designed to meet our ultimate goal of improving student 
learning and providing equal services to all students within the district. That said, we also realize 
that we can’t make everyone happy or agree with every decision that needs to be made.  
 
Results of the past four elections have demonstrated voting patterns of less than favorable 
support on North Hill. Fewer than 55 percent of North Hill voters supported the bonds to build 
proposed schools (to pass, bonds must receive at least a 60 percent supermajority approval from 
registered voters). We have worked hard as a district, and will continue to work hard in future 
elections, to educate all voters in our district that school bond elections and student learning 
levies benefit all students. What may seem like an isolated project in one region of the district 
often has learning benefits that reach all corners of our district.  
 
Many of our voters on North Hill, on South Hill, and in the Puyallup Valley recognize this 
important sense of community connectedness. Quite often, some people who start off angry 
about a decision end up being supporters after research and greater understanding of the 
decision-making process. We will continue to do our best to inform all constituents of how we 
are moving forward to improve facilities to provide a positive learning experience for our 
students and an appropriate working environment for our staff. 
 


